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those who are the most innocent. We, as a Government,
have a duty to perform. We have to protect those who may
be thus led away, and we therefore had determined to take
steps in order to vindicate the law, to maintain its authority,
and to prevent the recurrence of any further violence.
Fortunately it has not been necessary to have recourse to
the ordinary law of the land for the reason we have now got
the undertaking to which I have referred. I certainly
shall assume that it is intended to keep that undertaking
and that the expressions of regret are as sincere as they
seem to denote, and so long as that undertaking is observed
we need not fear that such speeches will recur, and provided
the undertaking is observed they too may be sure that there
will be no prosecution for them."

Lord Reading had not been two months in India when
at the time of this speech (soth May), he found his hopes
sinking under the weight of pressing anxiety. He resorted
to the unusual course, at least in the official world, of talking
with the agitators and propounding a measure of settle-
ment. It is a recognized method in all Courts of Justice
of preventing a controversy from becoming so acute and
critical as to defy all efforts at conciliation and settlement.
Lord Reading was an emeritus in the art of arbitration. It
seemed once more that his diplomatic skill, brought oppor-
tunely into play, had turned the scale in favour of agree-
ment, composure and restraint. Promises had been given,
the anxiety of the Government to accept these promises at
their face value had been shown, and it really looked for the
moment as if the sting might be removed from the efforts
of factious disorder.

In these circumstances there seemed once more some
sure ground on which to base a hopeful view of the future.
Lord Reading expressed his belief that " in the end we shall
satisfy Indians, and bring them to sympathetic co-operation
and goodwill with us in working for that great purpose which
lies before us to lead India to that high destiny, which is
in store for it when it becomes the partner in our Empire,
when it has attained its fuE developments and risen to those
heights which the imagination of man, in my judgment, is